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MOTHER CLODESINDIS LÜKEN, OSB

WOMAN OF WISDOM, WOMAN OF COMPASSION

by Sister Adelaida Ygrubay, OSB

INTRODUCTION

Much has already been written about Mother Clodesindis by people who lived with and been 
touched by her, that there is really nothing new that anybody could still add to those written 
accounts.  However, reading about her has allowed me to get to know a remarkable woman, a 
woman of faith and courage – a woman of compassion – that it would be a pity not to share her with 
all of you.  Also, Mother Clodesindis played a significant role in the development and growth of the 
Missionary Benedictine foundation in the Philippines. It is just fitting that we continue to learn from 
her as the Priory takes the first steps into the next century. 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Mother Clodesindis arrived in the Philippines in 1920, the leader of a group of 15 Sisters.  A 
year earlier, she returned to Tutzing with her companions from three years of nursing service with 
the German forces in Mesopotamia, in what is now Iraq.   It was a dangerous  sojourn,  but  the 
suffering and privations of that time were soon eclipsed by the joy of returning to the Motherhouse, 
with “not a single one of the group lost.”  Now she has embarked on another adventure, arriving in 
Manila without passports, visa and money!  But again, she brought her Sisters safely to their 
destination.  

Mother Clodesindis came to Manila as Visitatrix and was appointed Prioress when the Prioress, 
Mother Angela Bödecker, left for the General Chapter in 1921.  She plunged herself into the life of 
the school and the community, and before long had initiated new things in response to the needs 
that she perceived.  Thus, she was instrumental in the growth of the community and the apostolate.  

INCREASE OF LOCAL VOCATIONS

When Mother Clodesindis arrived in the Philippines, there was only one Filipino professed 
sister, Sister Maura Alcala, OSB.  She had a companion in profession, Sister Placida Jaraza, OSB, 










